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GEOFFREY S. BERMAN

United States Attorney for the

Southern District of New York

By: ALEXANDER WILSON
BENET KEARNEY
Assistant United States Attorneys
One Saint Andrew’s Plaza
New York, New York 10007
Tel. (212) 637-2453 / 2260

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

_____________________________________ X
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA :
-V.- VERIFIED COMPLAINT
FOR FORFEITURE
$717,200,000 IN UNITED STATES CURRENCY, : 18 Civ.
Defendant-in-rem. :
_____________________________________ X

Plaintiff United States of America, by its attorney Geoffrey S. Berman, United
States Attorney for the Southern District of New York, for its verified complaint, alleges, upon

information and belief, as follows:

I. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. This action is brought pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981
by the United States of America seeking the forfeiture of $717,200,000 in United States currency
(the “Defendant Funds™ or the “defendant-in-rem™). |

2. This Court has jurisdiction pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section
1355.

3. Venue is proper under Title 28, United States Code, Section 1355(b)(1)(A)

because certain actions and omissions giving rise to forfeiture took place in the Southern District
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of New York and pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, Section 1395 because the Defendant
Funds have been transferred to the Southern District of New York.

4, The Defendant Funds constitute proceeds of violations of the Trading with
the Enemy Act (“TWEA”), Title 50, United States Code, Sections 4303, 4305, and 4315(a), and
the Cuban Assets Control Regulations promulgated thereunder, Title 31, Code of Federal
Regulations, Sections 515.201(a)(1), (c) and (d), and are thus subject to forfeiture to the United
States pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C).

5. Following the entry of a final order forfeiting the Defendant Funds to the
United States, one half of the Defendant Funds shall be transferred to the United States Vicﬁms of
State Sponsored Terrorism Fund pursuant to the Justice for United States Victims of State
Sponsored Terrorism Act, Title 34, United States Code, Section 20144,

11 BACKGROUND

6. Ffom at least 2004, up through and including 2010, Société Générale S.A.
(“SG”) knowingly and willfully violated U.S. economic sanctions relating to Cuba, specifically
TWEA and the Cuban Assets Control Regulations, by structuring, conducting and concealing U.S.
dollar transactions using the U.S. financial system in connection with U.S. dollar credit facilities
involving Cuba, including facilities provided to Cuban banks and other entities controlled by Cuba,
and to Cuban and foreign corporations for business conducted in Cuba. On or about November
18, 2018, SG entered into a Deferred Prosecution Agreement (the “DPA”) with the United States
with respect to these violations (the DPA and the accompanying Statement of Facts are attached
as Exhibit 1). As forth in greater detail in the Statement of Facts, SG engaged in more than $10
billion worth of sanctions-violating transactions valued through financial institutions located in the

County of New York during the offense period.
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7. Under the DPA, SG agreed to pay $717,200,000 to the United States, in
addition to penalties paid to the Newv York County District Attorney’s Office, the United States
Department of the Treasury, Office of Foreign Assets Control, the Federal Reserve Board of
Governors and the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, and the New York State Department of

Financial Services

III. THE DEFENDANT-IN-REM

8. Pursuant and subject to the DPA, SG transferred the Defendant Funds to the
United States in the Southern District of New York as a substitute res for proceeds of its offense
that were transferred by SG or its subsidiaries in connection with the conduct described in the
Statement of Facts. SG agrees that the Defendant Funds are subject to civil forfeiture to the
United States pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 981(a)(1)(C).

IV. CLAIM FOR FORFEITURE

0. Incorporated herein are the allegations contained in paragraphs one through
eight of this Verified Complaint.

10. Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C) subjects to forfeiture
“[a]lny property, real or personal, which constitutes or is derived from proceeds traceable to . . .
any offense constituting ‘specific unlawful activity’ (as defined in section 1956(c)(7) of this title),
or a conspiracy to commit such offense.”

11. “Specified unlawful activity” is defined in Title 18, United States Code,
Section 1956(c)(7), and the term inclﬁdes, among other things, violations of the Trading With the

Enemy Act.
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12. By reason of the foregoing, the Defendant Funds are subject to forfeiture to
the United States of America pursuant to Title 18, United States Code, Section 981(a)(1)(C),
because the Defendant Funds constitute proceeds of violations of TWEA.

WHEREFORE, plaintiff United States of America prays that process issue to
enforce the forfeiture of the defendant-in-rem and that all persons having an interest in the
defendant-in-rem be cited to appear and show cause why the forfeiture should not be decreed, and
that this Court decree forfeiture of the defendant-in-rem to the United States of America for
disposition according to law, and that this Court grant plaintiff such further relief as this Court

may deem just and proper, together with the costs and disbursements of this action.

Dated: New York, New York
November 19, 2018

GEOFFREY S. BERMAN
United States Attorney for the
Southern District of New York
Attorney for the Plaintiff
United States of America

ALEXANDER WI

BENET KEARNE

Assistant United States Attorneys
~One Saint Andrew’s Plaza

New York, New York 10007

Tel. (212) 637-2453 / 2260
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VERIFICATION

STATE OF NEW YORK )
COUNTY OF NEW YORK
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK )

AMY LINDNER, being duly sworn, deposes and says that she is a Special Agent
with the Internal Revenue Service — Criminal Investigations (“IRS-CI™), and as such has
responsibility for the within action; that-she has read the foregoing complaint and knows the
contents thereof, and that the same is true to the best of his knowledge, information, and belief.

The sources of deponent’s information on the ground of her belief are official

records and files of the United States, information obtained directly by the deponent, and

information obtained by other law enforcement officials.

(b o

AMY LINDNER

Special Agent

Internal Revenue Service --
Criminal Investigations

Sworn to before me this
/ 7@1 day of November 2018
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